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Burning Man Grant Proposal: Homouroboros

You are free to eat from any tree in the garden---but you must not eat from the tree of
knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.

~ God

You cannot go against nature, because when you do
go against nature,i t 6s part of nature too.

~ Love and Rockets

Homorouboros not only explores our relationship with nature, it ponders our debut.
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Burning Man Grant Proposal: Homouroboros

Sensation

Like Sisyphish, Homorouboros will slumber in virtual darkness until you discover fireflies
hovering over dimly lit drums at the base of a large tree. Strike the drum; you will hear
the thunder of the drum as you see lightning for each strike. As you continue the
rhythm, notice the increased flash rate as the branches of the tree begin to rotate
around the trunk. Look up to the base of each branch. A serpent slithers up the branch
away from the trunk, a shimmering red apple clenched in its jaws. Follow its path to the
end of the branch only to see the apple snatched from its jaws, to be devoured by a
playful monkey, swinging branch to branch.

Physical Description

Homouroboros will be a 26 foot tall 30 foot diameter stroboscopic 3D zoetrope. It is a
completely symmetrical tree with 20 monkeys swinging branch to branch. There will be
20 serpents crawling out each branch to deliver an apple to the monkey, who will
promptly eat it. At a 30 foot radius the tree will be surrounded by eight bicycle
generators with solar panel canopies above them. These will charge a bank of deep
cycle batteries seated inside the base of the tree trunk. Each bicycle will have a
switchable LCD windscreen in front of it that will reward the rider during daylight hours
with a shutter effect that will make the illusion work during the day. There will be six
drums from around t he wor ingtheltrunk. ThHesewil gedve A f i r e f
as an interactive switching system and motor control to start the tree spinning and will at
first activate the strobe lights every time they are hit. After 30 seconds of continuous
drumming, the tree will ramp up to 30 rpms and the zoetropic effect will kick in. The tree
will appear stationary as the strobe lights will flash with each branch advancement. As
long as the participants keep drumming, the effect will continue. On the next startup the
participants will be treated to a black light strobe, as the entire scene disappears except
for the now evident UV reactive monkeys and serpents. There will also be a rain tower
in the middle of the tree that will come on for 30 seconds only once every half hour.

Leave No Trace Plan

A crew of eight people will be retained to dismantle and thoroughly scour the area for
errant hardware. Area will be swept with landscaping rakes and pickup magnets for any
subterranean hardware. Displaced dirt will form a perimeter burm mound around the
hub, for easy replacement after the event.
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This piece speaks a language of its own that transcends written and spoken word, so |
cannot fully #fAt elTdnieitgpeakstavtheaidiculous notioe e original
sin, that we are somehow born guilty. Should we be ashamed to be human? The
zoetrope lends itself perfectly to the cycle of life, the rebirth, or renewal.

The participants are an integral part of the pieced i f t hey donét wor k, it
hope to engage participants and take them to another realm. In that space they can
pause and reflect on what the piece means to them.

Ouroboros is a Greek word meaning "tail swallower" and is usually depicted in the form
of a snake bitingitstail. tsy mbol i zes resurrection (as the se
it sheds its skin), the cycle of life and death, and the harmony of opposites.

The tree of life. The tree of knowledge. The world tree. The tree is a symbol of our deep,
wild subconscious, representing the natural world versus the manmade pillars of
civilization.

The apple is often associated with fertility and is also linked with the fall harvest. In
Greek mythology, the apple appears repeatedly, such as the Golden Apple of Discord
which the goddess Eris, said would go "to the fairest" at the wedding of Peleus and
Thetis, sparking a vanity-fueled dispute between Hera, Athena and Aphrodite that
eventually led to the Trojan War. The apple of the Garden of Eden is the symbol of
temptation and of original sin.

Is the chimpanzee the primordial ancestor of humanity? - A nod to Darwin with a glance

towards creation. Oblivious to our manmade constraints, the monkey blissfully devours

the apple. With our voracious appetite for information, have we technically surpassed

our moral capacity? Inspiteofallof t he fAknowl edgeatewsstilb ve amass:¢
monkeys?
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Conceptual Drawings

Google Sketchup .skp files (on provided cd)
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View screen detail
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Solar/ bike generator concept

Overhead
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